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                     Chapter 6 

 

Understanding Our Criminal Justice               

System 

 

 

Cognizable: In the context of this chapter 

this refers to an offence for which the 

police may arrest a person without the 

permission of the court. 

 

Cross-examine: In the context of this 

chapter this refers to the questioning of a 

witness who has already been examined 



by the opposing side in order to determine 

the veracity of his/her testimony. 

 

Detention: In the context of this chapter 

this refers to the act of being kept in illegal 

custody by the police. 

 

Impartial: The act of being fair or just and 

not favouring one side over another. 

 

Offence: Any act that the law defines as a 

crime. 

 

To be charged of a crime: This refers to 

the trial judge informing the accused, in 

writing, of the offence for which he/she 

will face trial. 

 

Witness: In the context of this chapter this 

refers to the person who is called upon in 



court to provide a first-hand account of 

what he/she has seen, heard or knows. 
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